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Gates of Prayer
Please practice silence and contemplative prayer, as we prepare our hearts to come before the LORD.
Silence is the mother of speech. ~Brother Thomas Merton
[If you are unsure what to pray, pray this: Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the world, enlighten me.]

Call to Worship
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
Welcome and Announcements

The Gate of Peace
*Invocation for Peace

Music
*The Peace of Christ

May God grant us courage to change the things need changing,
the peace to accept the things we cannot change,
and wisdom to know the difference.

Gates of Offering and Thanksgiving
Scripture Lesson 1

Philippians 4:1-9

Selected and Read by Deacon Lillie S. Ransom

1 .Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way,
my beloved.
2. I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.
3. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of
the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.

5. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.
6. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God.
7. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
9. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will
be with you.

Gates of Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, forever. Amen.

The Gate of Proclamation
Scripture Lesson 2

Exodus 32:1-14

1. When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and
said to him, "Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him."
2. Aaron said to them, "Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and
bring them to me."
3. So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to Aaron.
4. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a calf; and they said, "These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!"
5. When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, "Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD."
6. They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat
down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.
7. The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have
acted perversely;

8. they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of
a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of
the land of Egypt!'"
9. The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are.
10. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a
great nation."
11. But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people,
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?
12. Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and
to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster
on your people.
13. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, 'I
will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.'"
14. And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
Sermon

Gate of Consecration
*Benediction

Contending with God

Rev. Nicolas Mumejian

In the Life of the Church
Welcome to Riverside Baptist Church, where our one law is love of God and neighbor. Justice and peace matter to us.
So we celebrate racial diversity, gender equality, and inclusion of all no matter their sexual orientation. We draw the
circle of God's love large here. You're included. Christ is the center here. No one more and nothing less.
With the continued recommendations from the CDC and local authorities Riverside's building will remain
closed until further notice. We are working on a plan to reopen the building and resume in person worship
services as soon as it is safe. Please do not hesitate to contact our staff should you need anything.
Visitors– please go here to let us know that you were online with us today.
While the building is closed, we gather online to worship. We will keep you updated through the newsletter and the
website on the status of the building.
Every Sunday at 11 AM we gather online via Zoom to fellowship and pray. Information is available on the website at
https://riversidedc.org/online-community-services/ This week we will share communion at the end of our prayer
time. Please bring the elements of bread or a cracker, and a cup to your table. Please join us!
Wednesdays at 6:30 PM we gather online via Zoom for Bible study. We are studying the book of Luke. For information and to join the zoom session, please go to https://riversidedc.org/online-community-services/
Friday October 23rd at 6 PM, Riverside Social Events Team (RiSET) invites you to join in a series of virtual conversations, Safe Space Chat. Themes for the series include: Justice, Antiracism, and Living Together. Please e-mail Jonathan
to RSVP for this fantastic discussion!
Pray For: We extend our deepest Christian sympathy to Jonathan Holley in the loss of his father, Lawrence Holley, Jr.;
Mattie Sharpless’s mother, Lecola Sharpless; Danielle Ford and Laurel Eierman; Derek Ford and his sister, Misha Reed;
Annie Abbott; Brenda Rozier Clark and the family of Rev. Paul Clark; Anthony Maimer’s sister, Davi Stuhlsatz; Denise
Bennett’s sister, Dyanne Smith; Tanya Bethel’s mother, Ruby McCrary; Eleanor Troutman; Pamela Maimer’s sister,
Monica Thomas and mother, Clara Jefferson; Bob Nelson; Laurel Eierman’s mother, Marcia Tringali; Tanya Bethel;
Gale Miller’s mother, Marian Miller; Karl Maxwell; Edith Booker; Emma Wright’s sister Sallie Williams; Lillie Ransom’s sister Teriea and her husband, Jerry; Sheba Greene’s daughter Donna; Dr. Bledsoe’s mother, Peggy Bledsoe
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